Rheumatic manifestations in 556 patients with human immunodeficiency virus infection.
We studied in retrospect the rheumatic manifestations of 556 patients with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. Eighty percent were men. Eighty-six percent were intravenous drug abusers (IVDAs), 9% homosexual, 3% partners of high-risk persons having the infection, 0.4% hemophiliacs, and 2% had no known risk factors. We found rheumatic disorders in 63 (11%) patients. The most frequent findings were myalgias and/or arthralgias (4.5%; one patient had an inflammatory myopathy), skeletal infections (3.6%), and arthralgias (1.6%). Reiter's syndrome and seronegative arthritis were present only in 0.5%, and HIV-associated arthritis and vasculitis in 0.4%, respectively. Skeletal infections were caused predominantly by Staphylococcus aureus (60%) and Candida albicans (20%). All these patients were IV drug abusers whose clinical features were similar to those previously described in skeletal infections of non-HIV-infected IVDAs. Comparing these data with other studies composed primarily of homosexual men where Reiter's syndrome is the predominant rheumatic disorder, we conclude that the type of rheumatic complaint is more related to the risk factors than to HIV itself.